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Life transitions can bring uncertainty, especially when financial responsibilities
suddenly feel more immediate or unfamiliar. Whether you are navigating the loss of
a spouse, becoming more involved in financial decisions, or simply looking to better
understand your financial life, taking the first step toward clarity can make a
meaningful difference.

We believe financial confidence starts with understanding. Through our Bridge the Gaps program, our goal is to provide
thoughtful guidance, practical tools, and ongoing support to help navigate important financial decisions with clarity and
confidence.

As we conclude the first of our focus areas within this program, the Confidence Gap, we wanted to provide actionable and
practical resources to help in your own pursuit of financial confidence. We have created two guides to help you organize
your thoughts, identify important considerations, and feel more confident asking the questions that matter most. It is not
about having all the answers right away, it is about building a clearer understanding of where you are today and where
you want to go moving forward.

The first resource is our “Moving Forward with Confidence” Guide, where we have bundled a series of questions across
seven key areas that can help you understand and take control of your financial life. There are no right answers to these
questions, nor should you feel like you need to be able to answer all of them immediately. More so, consider these an
ongoing guide to help compile a more detailed and complete picture of your financial life.

The second resource is our Financial Readiness Scorecard, designed with fillable fields for you to either fill out digitally or
print out depending on your preference. For this, simply check each statement (across five key areas) that accurately
describes your level of financial preparedness and total the number for an overall score. Based on the score, you may
find that it makes sense to explore additional resources to boost your overall financial readiness and confidence.

In tandem, these resources can hopefully function as a subtle prompt to help provide clarity and a path forward for
better understanding and exploring your own level of financial confidence. As always, we encourage you to reach out to
us with any questions you may have.
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For the entire current library of Bridge the Gaps content, visit our Bridge the Gaps landing page, and stay tuned in the
coming weeks for our next topic: The Caregiving Gap.

IMPORTANT DISCLOSURES:

Please remember that past performance is no guarantee of future results. Different types of investments involve varying degrees of risk, and there can be no assurance that
the future performance of any specific investment, investment strategy, or product (including the investments and/or investment strategies recommended or undertaken by
Grimes & Company Wealth Management, LLC (d/b/a Grimes & Company), or any non-investment related content, made reference to directly or indirectly in this blog will be
profitable, equal any corresponding indicated historical performance level(s), be suitable for your portfolio or individual situation, or prove successful. Due to various factors,
including changing market conditions and/or applicable laws, the content may no longer be reflective of current opinions or positions. Moreover, you should not assume
that any discussion or information contained in this blog serves as the receipt of, or as a substitute for, personalized investment advice from Grimes. To the extent that a
reader has any questions regarding the applicability of any specific issue discussed above to his/her individual situation, he/she is encouraged to consult with the
professional advisor of his/her choosing. No amount of prior experience or success should be construed that a certain level of results or satisfaction will be achieved if
Grimes is engaged, or continues to be engaged, to provide investment advisory services. Grimes is neither a law firm nor a certified public accounting firm and no portion of
the blog content should be construed as legal or accounting advice. A copy of the Grimes’ current written disclosure Brochure discussing our advisory services and fees is
available for review upon request or at https://www.grimesco.com/form-crs-adv/. Please Note: Grimes does not make any representations or warranties as to the accuracy,
timeliness, suitability, completeness, or relevance of any information prepared by any unaffiliated third party, whether linked to Grimes’ web site or blog or incorporated
herein, and takes no responsibility for any such content. All such information is provided solely for convenience purposes only and all users thereof should be guided
accordingly. Please Remember: If you are a Grimes client, please contact Grimes, in writing, if there are any changes in your personal/financial situation or investment
objectives for the purpose of reviewing/evaluating/revising our previous recommendations and/or services, or if you would like to impose, add, or to modify any reasonable
restrictions to our investment advisory services. Unless, and until, you notify us, in writing, to the contrary, we shall continue to provide services as we do currently. Please
Also Remember to advise us if you have not been receiving account statements (at least quarterly) from the account custodian./
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